
 

Uganda becomes a Member of the Egmont Group 

From July 2019, Uganda’s legal institutions have gained fast access to critical intelligence 
from international sources. 

The Egmont Group of Financial Intelligence Units (FIUs) is an international organization 
that allows for sharing of intelligence information between member FIUs with the aim of 
combating money laundering and the financing of terrorism. Uganda was admitted to 
Egmont on July 3rd of 2019. This achievement demonstrates that Uganda’s Financial 
Intelligence Authority (FIA) meets the international standards and that it has proven its 
trustworthiness to its international peers.  

Mr. Sydney Asubo heads the FIA and explains the arduous process that they undertook to 
achieve Egmont membership. Egmont assessed numerous facets of the FIA’s capacity and 
functionality, including its capacity to conduct strategic and financial analysis. SUGAR TAF 
had trained FIA officers on this, helping the FIA to meet this criterion. SUGAR TAF’s 
assistance with the FIA’s IT systems also helped the FIA to meet Egmont’s criteria on 
information management. SUGAR TAF further acted as an advisor and advocate to the FIA 
and other stakeholders in preparing their application.  

Intelligence from international sources can be critical in a case where a suspect has 
laundered money by buying assets in another country, for example. As Leam Thompson, 
the Asset Recovery Advisor at  SUGAR TAF explains, before Uganda was admitted to 
Egmont, getting intelligence from other FIUs had to be done through a very long and 
laborious process that could take six months or more. By the time intelligence is received in 
this way, it becomes so dated that it loses its value – the case may have gone cold. Through 
Egmont’s networks, it is possible to get intelligence almost in real time. 

Prior to Uganda’s admittance to Egmont, the FIA helped the country achieve another 
important milestone with its removal from the Financial Action Task Force’s (FATF) grey 
list. The FATF is an independent international body with a mandate to combat money 
laundering and terrorist financing. Countries that appear to have inadequate policies in 
place to guard against these activities are placed on the grey list and provided with 
recommendations that they must meet so they can be removed from the list. Being on the 
list can affect the country’s ability to receive loans from international financial institutions 
and is a deterrent to international investors. Uganda showed significant progress in 
complying with FATF’s recommendations and so was removed from the grey list in 
November 2017. This was largely due to the efforts of the FIA, with support from SUGAR 
TAF. 

Being a member of Egmont strengthens Uganda’s anti-corruption system in several ways. 
Firstly, Egmont itself offers technical assistance and support to its members through 
working groups, and can help Uganda to further strengthen its compliance with FATF 



recommendations. Secondly, investigators and prosecutors from other AC chain 
institutions can work through the FIA to pursue leads that require intelligence from other 
Egmont member-jurisdictions. This is particularly important for addressing large, complex 
and often high-profile cases where assets or suspects have moved abroad. Moving forward, 
Uganda’s ability to access and leverage international financial intelligence should increase 

its capacity to address large scale and high profile 
corruption cases. 

 

 

 

 

 

“For example, say we’re 
looking at someone who has 
much more wealth than he 
can account for. He says his 
sister in Denmark sent him the 
money. I can easily ask the 
FIA to use their Egmont 
connections to investigate 
whether his sister really has 
the resources to send $200,000 
in the course of a year. Once 
we have that information, we 
can go back and say, ok, we’ve 
investigated and we know 
that claim is unsubstantiated.” 

- Simon Kajura, Head of 
the Asset Recovery Unit 
at the Inspectorate of 
Government  on the 
significance of Egmont 
membership 


